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Viva! Wales has recently secured additional funding from the Big Lottery Fund for a 3 year Transition Project to work with all mainstream secondary schools and special schools within Rhondda Cynon Taff. Our aim is to help, assist and offer support to families and young people, identifying progression routes when leaving school. As part of the Transition Project we are working in partnership with Crossroads Care Cwm Taff. Crossroads are a national organisation formed in 1974 and made up of a network of affiliated schemes. Crossroads takes its name from the famous TV series (yes really). Crossroads is a charity that provides a professional service for carers to enable to have a break from their responsibilities. 
Viva! Wales has employed a team of key transition outreach workers who will support children and young people during their move from school to adulthood, or alternative educational provision in Rhondda Cynon Taff. 
The Transition team

Allison Kelly   Allison.kelly@vivaproject.co.uk
Diane Williams (Cross Roads Key Worker) diane.williams@vivaproject.co.uk
diane.williams@crossroadscwmtaf.org
Sarah Slye - sarah.slye@vivaproject.co.uk
The transition team are in place to raise awareness; sign post opportunities and choices available to them via Direct Payments.

All young people who access the service will discuss with Viva! staff and parents/carers a personal centred plan around the young person’s individual needs.

Why Viva!(Wales) 
· We offer a choice of educational, health and well being programmes.
· One to one support both physically, emotionally and socially for disadvantaged children and young people.
· Flexible hours for young people to adapt to individual needs
· Individual learning plans/ personal centred plans
· Volunteering opportunities.
· Partnership and mentoring working to encourage employment 
· Promotion of independent living and communication skills
· Key Worker for families 
· Transport provided 
As an agent we take care of:
· Public Liability insurance is taken care of by Viva!/Crossroads.
· All contracts of employment are administered by Viva!(Wales)
· Young people and families are involved in the interview process for their own one to one support worker.
· Direct Payments does not affect current benefits the family are receiving.
For information on how to access Viva! (Wales) Transition Project please click on the link below:

LEAFLET PDF
What Crossroads Cwm Taf offer:
· They can offer a reliable service tailored to the individual needs of the carer. 
· One to one support either in the home or in the community.
· The service is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week (excluding bank holidays). 
· The assessed service is free for carers of children and young people with disabilities up until the age of 18 years. After this time the service can be accessed via Direct Payments or private payments. 
For all information on Crossroads Cwm Taf please click on the link 
www.crossroads.org.uk/cwmtaf
